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July 20, 1965
FOR RELEASE SUNDAY, JULY 25
By Barbara Mittal
Foreign visitors often come to -western Montana to enjoy the scenic beauty of 
the mountains and forests, but 15 forest administrators from Turkey have been here 
to look a little deeper this summer.
The foresters, all involved in forest development in Turkey, have been in Montana 
since June 20 studying multiple-use forest management at the University of Montana 
School of Forestry. The study program is sponsored by the Agency for International 
Development in cooperation -with the United States Department of Agriculture and land 
grant colleges and universities.
Turkey, -which has about 26 million acres of forests, is rapidly developing its 
forest management program. Reforestation was begun in 1857 to combat the effects of 
hundreds of years of forest use without conservation.
In the past few years Turkey has put increasing emphasis on forestry work. Pro­
grams have been initiated in fire prevention, afforestation, reforestation, forest 
conservation, the use of forests for recreation, and wood utilization.
Forest representatives from Turkey have been sent to several countries to study 
forest practices since 1950, according to Dr. Hasan Selcuk, leader of the Turkish 
delegation and deputy general director of forests in Turkey. This is the first time 
a group has come to the United States to study although there has been much coopera­
tion between Turkey and the United States since the end of World War II, he said.
Montana was selected as the site for the five-week session because its School of
Forestry is concerned with multiple-use forest management and the state's forests,
range and livestock grazing are similar to those in Turkey. The purpose of the project
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is to give the foresters an opportunity to observe and discuss United States methods 
of administering public and private forestry programs, silvicultural practices and 
the basic philosophy of multiple-use management of forest lands.
Following the study program at the U of M the Turkish foresters, their two 
interpreters and Technical Leader J. M. DeJarnette of Missoula will travel to Yellow­
stone National Park, Arizona, Tennessee, West Virginia, Pennsylvania and Washington, 
D. C., to see and learn about other phases of forest, land and watershed management 
in the United States.
In Montana their study has been interspersed with visits to various forest 
industries, the Northern Region Smokejumper Center, the Savenac Forest Nursery, 
Glacier National Park, logging and forest operations of the Anaconda Company, the St. 
Regis Paper Company and the University’s Lubrecht Experimental Forest.
There are many similarities but also major differences in forest management in 
Turkey and the United States. The major difference is that almost all Turkish 
forests are owned by the national government, which harvests the trees and sells the 
logs. While Turkey's major wood usage is for lumber and fuel, in the past 10 to 15 
years much emphasis has been placed on wood products manufacturing.
Turkey’s forests are used for grazing, hunting and recreational purposes. In 
the past overgrazing and denuding of forest lands have caused a serious erosion 
problem in the country and a grazing program has been started. Agencies were created 
to work in watershed and soil conservation and for extension and education in soil 
and water conservation.
Wildlife management also is under study in Turkey. Because of the many climates 
in Turkey there are many forms of wildlife which must be considered in efforts to 
preserve and propagate them. Plans are being made to eventually license Turkish 
hunters under provisions of a recent law.
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Recreational use of the forests has become especially important since World War 
II. The country, vhich is the size of Texas and South Carolina combined, has several 
national parks, the largest of vhich is 90,000 acres. Recently, through efforts of 
the people, the government created a nev park at Mt. Olympic near Bursa in north- 
vestern Turkey. Winter sports, including skiing, are the major interest in the nev 
park. Every forest superviser must vork to develop recreational use of the forests.
The major forests in Turkey are located along its northern border area along the 
Black Sea, on the south along the Mediterranean Sea and the vest along the Aegaean 
Sea and the Sea of Marmara. The central plateau of Turkey is similar to central 
Montana, Dr. Selcuk said.
The reforestation goal in Turkey is to plant 125,000 acres of trees annually. 
About 60 nurseries provide trees for reforestation and general planting. The total 
production of planting stock in these nurseries is about 320 million seedlings 
annually.
#
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CUT A
CLASSROOM INTERPRETATION--Although most of the 15 Turkish forest administrators who 
have been studying at the University of Montana do not speak English they have kept 
up with lectures through two interpreters. Yuse Aydiner interprets a lecture simul­
taneously as it is given. The foresters receive the translation by small earphones. 
Visible in the picture are, left to right, Nizamettin Akova of the Forest Technical 
School at Duzece, Omer Sisnamoglu, regional forest officer of the Marmaris Region, 
and Orhan Oran, forest superviser at Duzce.
CUT B
COFFEE BREAK--Coffee, Turkish style, was served during breaks in the classroom routine 
at the University of Montana School of Forestry - Sefer Mutlu, forest supervisor in 
the Forest Exploitation Office at Gulnar ground the coffee as the first step for cof­
fee break. He is one of 15 Turkish foresters in Montana this summer.
CUT C
FIELD TRIPS--Delmar Jacquish (fifth from left), information specialist at the Regional 
Smokejumper Center near Missoula, discusses parachutes with the Turkish foresters.
The foresters spent part of an afternoon at the center and saw four smokejumpers pre­
pare to make a jump. From left to right are: Suleyman Gediz, Cerkes; Sefer Mutlu, 
Gulnar; Yuse Aydiner; Dr. Hasan Selcuk, Ankara; Jacquish; Aziz Caglayan, Ankara; Adnan 
Sakaoglu; Tevfik Fikret Tuncay, Karabuk; Seyfettin Tokay, Ankara; and Ismail 
Zengingonul, ^ntalya.
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